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MAIN SPEECHES MADE BY NSF’'S SCIENTISTS ON PRESENT
ISSUES OF CHINA’S BASIC RESEARCH

Abstract

How should we estimate the importance of basic research in the whole scientific and
technical system? What are the problems in China’s basic research? Four leading members
of the science foundation talk about these questions. Although basic research cannot bring
about immediate and enormous benefits to the development of the national economy, they
point out, it is not completely separated from reality.Its advances not only may promote the
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growth of China’s hightech industries, lead to significant technical breakthroughs and raise
our ability to adapt to the scientific and technical competition in the world, but also can con-
stitute the precondition for the effective use of imported techniques. The basic research is also
the most effective may of training personnel for China’s four modernizations.In view of the

existing problems in basic research, the four scientists unanimously call on the leadership at all
levels to enhance their understanding of the role of basic research in the scientific, technical
and economic development, further raise the proportion of basic research expenditures in the
entire scientific and technical investment, and stabilize the number of our basic research per-
sonnel.
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